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We Take Off and Implement

Dear Presidents of BPW Affiliates
Dear Members

The second BPW International News of this Triennium focuses
on the Awards which were given at the awards ceremony, the
shortlist of the Amendments and Resolutions that were
discussed at the International General Assembly and a new
and first comprehensive action regarding our International
Theme which asks for the cooperation of all the members
worldwide. You will find the information and an invitation to
participate at Development & Evaluation of a BPW International
Business & Services Directory.

In the northern hemisphere, we are approaching summer and I
think all of us are waiting for a relaxing time away from home
and confinement. Travel is still complicated and restrictions
change frequently. I wish you and your loved ones a great
summertime. Stay safe and take care. Newsletter #3 will be
sent to you in August, 2021.

Warm regards,
Dr. Catherine Bosshart
President BPW International
 

BPW International Awards 2021

Lena Madesin Phillips Award
Lena Madesin Phillips Award is the highest award of BPW International, given to those
who previously hold international posts in BPW and significantly contribute to BPW
International for over 17 years, as Lena Madesin Phillips was international president for 17
years.

Ambica Shrestra, Nepal
Congratulations to Ambica Shrestra, winner of Lena Madesin
Phillips Award 2021, for her over four decades of women
empowerment in Nepal. Ambica formally served as Asia-Pacific
Regional Coordinator for BPW International during 2005-2008.

Badge of Honor Awards

Congratulations to the recipients of BPW International's Badge of Honor Awards 2021!

All of them lead by examples, making them role models for BPW members in their own
rights.

Badge of Honour is one of BPW International’s triennium awards, typically given at
Opening Ceremony of BPW international Congress. For 2021, Dr. Amany Asfour, BPW
International President 2017-2020, held the award ceremony virtually on 29 March 2021.

Dr. Antoinette Ruegg, Switzerland
Dr. Antoinette Ruegg is BPW International past president 2002-
2005 who mentors presidents and continues to explore ways to
sustainably develop BPW and overcome many of its
challenges.

 

H.E Dr. Shiekha Hissah Saad Abdulla Alsalem Al-Sabah,
Kuwait
H.E Dr. Shiekha Hissah Saad Abdulla Alsalem Al-Sabah,
president of BPW Kuwait, plays significant roles in establishing
BPW affiliates in countries in Arab States region. Her
contribution helps to bring the dream of IFBPW founder, Dr.
Lena Madesin Phillips into reality.

Judith Van Unen, Australia
Judith van Unen was a past president of BPW Australia 2000-
2004. She is a fighter and her decades of work influences
national & international policies to empower women and
promote gender equality. Her high integrity is well recognized,
reflecting in repeated appointments for her to serve as Election
Chair for BPW International General Assemblies for several
trienniums

Yinka Ajibola, Nigeria
Yinka Ajibola is President of BPW Nigeria, the largest BPW
federation in Africa. She led BPW clubs in Nigeria to continue to
promote women empowerment and help women in rural area.
These women empowerment efforts continue despite the
pandemic. She is highly respected by BPW members in Africa
region.

Gertrude Mongella Award
The Gertrude Mongella Award was established by BPW International in recognition of the
work done by Gertrude Mongella, Secretary-General for the IV World Conference on
Women held in Beijing, China in 1995. The award is presented every three years to an
Individual or Group of Individuals, in recognition of outstanding work done on an ongoing
basis to improve the status of grassroots women.

Prof. Alida Perkov, Croatia

Nasreen Mahdi, Pakistan

Power to Make a Difference Awards

BPW Power to Make a Difference Awards was formerly called “Beyond 2000: Helping
Women Help Themselves” awards. The original mandate was to recognize BPW projects
that help women to sustain themselves in the long run. Giving out money is not allowed,
but other things like offer skill training, give advise, time, opportunities, etc.
The competition name was changed in 2008 at Mexico City Congress in order to more
comprehensively recognized and honor BPW International’s contribution through
Leadership, Advocacy and Action. The project also allows contribution to the environment
to count as “Action” that would help women.

Excellent Business Leader
Myrna T. Yao, Philippines
President and CEO, Richprime Global Inc, Richprime Group of
Companies

Excellent Professional Leader
Dr. Nantarika Chansue, Thailand
Director, Veterinary Medical Aquatic Animal Research
Center, Chulalongkorn University

Excellent Young Leader
Angelina Sookoo-Bobb, St. Kitts
Attorney-at-Law, Senior Associate Attorney at Law office of
Sylvester Anthony

Excellent Advocacy for Women
1st Place
BPW New Zealand

2nd Place
BPW Japan

3rd Place
BPW Egypt
 

Excellent Projects

1st Place
BPW Thailand

Project
The Financial Discipline Creation Project

2nd Place (ex aequo)
BPW Nepal

Project
Empowering Women for Financial Sustainability - based on 4 projects:
1. Women's Expanded Coffee Production and Marketing Project (BPW Nepal)
2. Empowering Women through Income Generation (BPW Kathmandu)
3. Socio-Economic Empowerment of Women (BPW Banepa)
4. Literacy class and skill development activities to the women in District jail, Moran (BPW
Biratnagar)
 

2nd Place (ex aequo)
BPW Pakistan

Project
Economic Empowerment of Women through Accelerated Implementation of SDGs

3rd Place
BPW Korea

Project
Career Guidance for Young Women: Girls, Go Beyond Yourself! Challenge Yourself!

4th Place 
BPW South Mumbai, India

Project
Empowering women by improving health and environment - based on 2 projects
1. Narmada project – Environmental & Cultural project at the sacred river Narmada
2. WASH project – Women’s Sanitation and Hygiene

5th Place 
BPW Burkina Faso

Project
Fight against female Genital Mutilation

President's Awards
BPW International President gives this award to individuals who greatly assist and support
her during her presidency.

Dr. Giuseppina Seidita, Italy

 

Naphaphen Vejjajiva, Thailand

Reham Abdelkader, Egypt

 

Resolutions & Amendments 2021

Internal Resolutions

The resolution was adopted.
At the Congress 2011 in Helsinki, the delegates had decided on a contribution increase for
BPW International, which should be 1 Euro per member per year, this not limited in time.
Resolution 2020-14 provides for a complete stop of this annual increase. The alternative
resolution to this, which proposed 1 Euro increase per member and per triennium, was not
considered as Resolution 2020-14 was adopted.

The resolution was adopted.
The PILOT on BPW International Member Projects, Experts and Club & Federations
Projects will continue as before. The projects will be published on the specially created
website www.bpw-projects.org. This website also contains all the documents needed for
registration, whether for BPW International Member Projects or for Club & Federations
Projects or as an Expert. The BPW International PILOT project is intended to make BPW's
work visible worldwide.

External Resolutions

The external resolutions are BPW International's foreign policy guidelines, developed from
projects and experiences of the members. New developments are taken up and brought to
political realization. BPW is committed to these issues worldwide.
All external resolutions have been adopted.

Amendments

BPW International is based in Switzerland and is subject to Swiss law.
BPW Switzerland had offered the address of BPW Switzerland as the address for BPW
International in a friendly amendment to the Amendment. This proposal did not achieve the
necessary ⅔ majority, so that now the invalid address continues to be in the statutes. The
correct address of BPW International is 22, Rue Rothschild, CH-1202 Geneva.
 

In the discussion it became apparent that the abolition of the Standing Committees not
presided over by a member of the Executive Board (above: red), as planned with this
motion, would lead to strong resistance. The proposer Dr. Antoinette Rüegg therefore
stated that she did not want to take away a tool from BPW International and withdrew the
proposal. 
 

International Theme

BPW Business & Services Directory

Development of a digital BPW International Business & Services Directory 

Today, in our digital age, a Business & Services Directory should be an obvious tool of
an international Business & Professional Women’s Organization.
 
At our last virtual international Congress, due to time restriction, a Resolution regarding
the evaluation of a BPW International Business & Services Directory (handed in by Past
International President Dr. Antoinette Rüegg) had to be deferred.
 
Nevertheless, the development of an international Directory should be started in this term
and the Executive Board Members, including myself, ask Federations or Clubs for
the following 4 actions to support this new endeavor:

1. Experience
The group of the Directory initiators already have a well approved classification system but
nevertheless Federations and Clubs who have made good progress with their Directories
should share their experiences and contact the Development & Evaluation Group chaired
by Past International President, Dr. Antoinette Rüegg: directory@bpw-international.org

2. BPW Performance Records
A BPW International Business & Services Directory requires sponsors who want to see
the BPW performance records at all levels of our organization. Therefore, we ask every
Federation and Club to register the titles of their projects on: Registration 
(In the BPW International Newsletter after the summer holidays we will publish the
Federations and Affiliated Clubs who have registered the titles of their projects.)

3. Sponsoring
Members who would like to be sponsors or know potential sponsors are requested to
contact the Development & Evaluation Group at: directory@bpw-international.org

4. Test Group
BPW members who would like to be members of the first Test Group Directory (in
English) are requested to register online.
 
The Executive Board will keep you informed. Thank you for your support!
 
Dr. Catherine Bosshart
President BPW International

Activities of the International President

On May 11 and 12 I was in Monza, Italy. Our Vice President Membership, Dr. Giuseppina
Seidita, our Executive Finance Officer, Dr. Eufemia Ippolito, and I met with an accounting
firm as well as a possible international auditor for the BPW International Accounts. Dr.
Barbara Russo will be our new accountant. We concluded a contract for one year which
can be renewed if we are satisfied with her services. At the moment, the financial handover
cannot take place as the HSBC Bank asks for a personal presence in London to do so.
The four of us (IPIP Dr. Asfour, the former EFO, the current EFO and I) would need to go
into quarantine in London and as well upon our return in our respective countries. This is
too costly and time consuming. Therefore, our former EFO is kindly doing the payments
which I and the current EFO authorize. All my thanks to her for kindly taking this
responsibility upon herself. As soon as the COVID-19 situation is better, we will travel.
 
The call for nominations for Standing Committee Members had a huge success. Over 110
BPW members would like to collaborate with the total of 12 Standing Committee Chairs. I
am very happy about this great success. In the next week all the Chairs will get the names
and documents of their members. We will decide together with whom they would like to
work.
 
On May 22, 2021 the first, very successful Virtual Executive Meeting took place. Ursula
Schmid, our new Webmaster, presented the new Website of BPW International which I will
introduce to you in the next newsletter.
 
All the Presidents of the Affiliates are kindly asked to communicate the dates of their
General Assembly to presidents.office@bpw-international.org. We would like to publish
these dates in our Agenda on the Website. Any other events, workshops etc. should be
communicated as well for our social media and our website. Thank you very much!

 

Generation Equality Forum
Paris, June 29 to July 2, 2021

The Generation Equality Forum will take place from June 29 to July 2, 2021 in virtual
form in Paris. Please register under the following link if you are interested in taking part in
the side events: Registration
 

Announcement

Our Immediate Past President, Dr. Amany Asfour, has been elected by the African
Union as President of the African Business Council. BPW International

congratulates her to this important post and wishes her success and satisfaction in
this esteemed position which she will also use to the benefit of the African Women.

BPW International News

You are receiving the BPW International News because you are included in the address
list of BPW International. You may change the preferences of your subscription with the
link in the footer of each issue of BPW International News.

BPW International News will be published at regular intervals in English, but also in the
other three official languages of BPW International: French, Italian and Spanish, each
accompanied by the English version. You may change your language preference in the
footer.

The subscription is based on double-opt-in, i.e. you will receive an e-mail to the address
you have entered, click to confirm the address. Only then your subscription will be
complete.

To prevent the BPW International News being spammed, please add “BPW International
News newsletter@bpw-international.org” to your directory.

Let your BPW colleagues and members of your club know about BPW International
News and send them these links: Read all Issues - Join our mailing list. Thank you very
much.
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